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The Bachelor of Arts in Landscape Studies [BA(LS)] is a multidisciplinary undergraduate degree programme offered by HKU’s Division of Landscape Architecture exploring the practical and theoretical dimensions of landscape design. Our carefully designed curriculum links the methodologies of creativity to the responsibilities of transforming environments and communities towards more sustainable, equitable, and resilient futures. Students in the programme engage with ecology, geography, urbanism and development while learning new technologies, bold forms of communication, and the ethics of the profession. Ultimately, our students graduate with a comprehensive foundation in the knowledge, concepts and skills required of the landscape architect.

Landscape architecture has its roots in the deep histories of human settlement and cultural traditions around land and nature. Today, landscape architecture is growing in importance to address the social and environmental problems emerging from our rapidly urbanising regions and the conflicts brought by climate change. Our cities, construction industry, consumption patterns and diets drive deforestation and drastic reductions in the Earth’s biodiversity. Sustainability requires us to improve the ways we build, live, and adapt and to consider the short and long-term impacts of our actions—landscape architects are uniquely equipped to address these complexities.   

The BA(LS) programme gives you a broad foundation spanning both the creative and the technical. Graduates have found success in diverse career pathways beyond landscape architecture, including environmental planning, architecture, and related fields. At the heart of our curriculum are the hands-on design studios that take on real-world or hypothetical problems relevant to Hong Kong, greater China, and Southeast Asia. Students work directly with instructors in guided research and design projects that integrate theoretical exploration, creative innovation, and practical implementation. Students are exposed to different approaches to solving problems across a wide range of regional and international contexts, topical issues and broader concerns, while participating in actual design and construction projects through experiential learning activities. International joint studios with leading landscape schools and overseas exchange programmes also offer opportunities for students to engage with their peers from around the world.

The BA(LS) is a first degree that leads directly to the professional Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA) degree required for registration as a landscape architect in Hong Kong.
Find out more: www.arch.hku.hk/bals
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